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WHAT’S NEW IN CURRICULUM? 

Dear Fair Haven Families, 

As October comes to a close, we are excited to begin planning future events that 

will benefit both our students and the community at large.  I am very excited to 

share that the Fair Haven School District will be partnering with the Bridge of 

Books Foundation to engage in a series of activities that promote both reading 

AND math!  While this event will take place in the spring, I wanted to share 

some information on how we, as a community, can get involved before we kick 

off an amazing collaboration for an extremely worthwhile cause. 

As a teaser, students in all grades will participate in a book drive and activities 

that revolve around the concept of one million books!  There will also be a shop-

ping event on December 6th from 6PM-8PM at River Road Books.  More infor-

mation will follow as the event and other activities near.  In the meantime, 

Bridge of Books is always looking for volunteers to sort their donations.  Fami-

lies can volunteer to sort together with their children and anyone over the age of 

18 can sort books without being accompanied by an adult.  Sorting typically oc-

curs on Monday and Wednesday from 9:30 –12:30 and Sunday from 12:00—

3:00 at the Vonage Campus in Holmdel.  If you are interested, please check out 

their website at:  http://bridgeofbooksfoundation.org or you can email          

nancychippendale@gmail.com to RSVP and obtain information about the      

process. 

I hope you are as excited as I am about this partnership and awesome educa-

tional experience for our students! 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Romano 

Director of Curriculum & Instruction 

romanoc@fairhaven.edu  

Twitter:  @CherylRomano11 
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STUDENT CHOICE 

In this month’s newsletter, 
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“Negative results are just what I want. They’re just as valuable to me as positive re-
sults. I can never find the thing that does the job best until I find the ones that 
don’t.” ― Thomas A. Edison  

Looking around the room, the uninformed observer 

will see students quietly typing on Chromebooks.  For 

those of us who are in the know, we can see that stu-

dents are creating their own Science mystery sto-

ries!  Students in Mrs. Koch's 8th grade Science class 

are intensely involved in solving a mystery, using 

some forensic information that was shared with 

them.  Using four different slides with genetic infor-

mation, students determine if a scenario where a 

woman falls down the stairs is foul play or just a simple accident.  Student imagination runs ram-

pant as some create tales of this woman being victim of a robbery, while others involve her family 

dog and paint a  picture of an unfortunate accident.  How did the stu-

dents get here?  Leading up to this activity, students learned about the 

various components of plant and animal cells.  They created projects 

based on the cell of their choosing to illus-

trate and define the functions of the various 

components of the cells.  This understand-

ing led them to be able to craft detailed sto-

ries using scientific evidence to support 

their claims.  Choice, engagement, and mys-

tery...what a great way to teach students 

about cells!  

CHALLENGING THE LEARNERS OF TODAY 

PUTTING LEARNING TO WORK 

In Mr. Aviles' 4th grade Innovation class, 

students participate in weekly challenges in 

the form of a show called "The Con-

straint."  Students in groups are given a 

challenge and with predetermined supplies, 

they must craft a device to meet the goal of 

the lesson.  In this particular class, students 

were asked to build a trash launcher with 

plastic spoons, rubber bands, and popsicle 

sticks.  Each group chose the best way to build a launcher and ultimate-

ly test their design to see if it was a success.  Students act like engineers 

and plan with partners prior to the build, but always keep in mind that 

if their design doesn't work, it's not a failure.  Failures provide students 

with critical information to make their creations better.  Mr. Aviles re-

inforces the idea that, "If you work hard and have a positive attitude, 

you will get better.  Have a growth mindset, be persistent, embrace 

feedback, and be a good teammate."    
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A VISIT FROM GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 

As students filed into Ms. Langa’s 7th 

grade Social Studies class, I don’t think 

they were ready to meet George Washing-

ton!  Up to this class, students have been 

studying important historical documenta-

tion, such as the Articles of Confederation 

and the Preamble to the Constitution, 

which they enthusiastically sing together 

at the beginning of class.  Now they have 

reached the next level of analyzing prima-

ry sources; students are playing the roles 

of  the delegates selected to go to the Con-

stitutional Convention in 1787.  Each stu-

dent was given a role card to play, ranging 

from James Madison to William Patter-

son, and they had to act as if they shared 

the beliefs of their chosen delegate, re-

gardless of their current knowledge.   

Students sat with their specific state and came together to discuss common beliefs on how state repre-

sentation should be handled by the federal government.  They followed the same etiquette and proceed-

ings that the actual convention did in 1787 that included greeting each other formally and unanimous 

decision making.  Presiding over the Constitutional Convention was George Washington (aka Ms. Langa, 

who also dressed the part).  Mr. Washington moderated the floor, allowing students to represent the del-

egates and persuade the members of the convention that their plan was best.  You can sense the frustra-

tion when three plans were proposed and without a unanimous vote, they all failed.  Mr. Washington 

called on the delegates to meet one final time to come up with a comprise of the ideas presented in this 

debate.  As students worked with each other, there was a buzz of excitement in the room.  They were put-

ting together their historical knowledge to come up with The Great Compromise, which was shared with 

the class by none other than Roger Sherman (aka a Knollwood student).   

This experience was both fun and engaging for students.  By taking this spin on an important event in 

history, students became immersed in the content, understood the trials the delegates went through, and 

put together their understanding to ultimately deliver the ideas that the Constitutional Convention pro-

posed.  From jovial discussions to the frustration of debate, the students were able to understand the es-

tablishment of the Senate and House of Representatives.  I can’t wait to see which historical figure will 

visit our students next! 
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“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve 

me and I learn.” — Benjamin Franklin 



 

 

FRIENDLY  
CONVERSATIONS 

As I walked down the halls at 

Sickles, I was greeted by many 

smiling faces.  Some belonged 

to our teachers and staff, others 

to our families that visit, but on 

this particular day, it was the 

smile of one student, a kinder-

gartener, that caught my atten-

tion.  As she was making her 

way to her destination, she took 

the time to talk with me and 

share something that was most 

important to her.  The conver-

sation came unprompted, and 

started with a cheerful, “Hello!”  

I noticed that this kindergartner 

was clutching a book so tightly 

as she waited for her classmate.  

I asked her what she was read-

ing and very proudly she 

showed me the cover of the 

book.  She said, “Mo Willems, I 

am Invited to a Party!”  I asked 

her about the book and she was 

so excited about her “most fa-

vorite book of all time,” that she 

brought it in for show and tell.  

Her teacher, Ms. DiPasquale, 

read “the most best page ever in 

any book,” according to this 

student.  I asked her to share 

the page with me, and with a 

beaming smile, she quickly 

turned the pages to one that 

had the word “party” written on 

it several times.    

I have to say that based upon 

this child’s reaction and love for 

a book, I will have to pick it up 

and read it myself.  She shared 

genuine excitement for reading 

and this book in particular, that 

it was contagious! 

Moments like these are what 

speak so loudly about  all of the 

great things happening in our 

classrooms and at home.  For a 

child to love  reading at such an 

early age and become truly 

excited to share her favorite 

page in a book is golden.  Not 

only did it put a smile on my 

face, but  it warmed my heart.   

CLASS VIRTUES, STUDENT ROLE MODELS 
As you walk into Ms. Frankel and Ms. 

Raibick’s third grade class, you see stu-

dents working cooperatively on several 

tasks involving multiplication and divi-

sion.  Students working in a small group 

on the rug describe what they will be do-

ing as “sophisticated” math equations, 

which was quite impressive.  They 

worked together, sharing various task 

cards and determining the correct opera-

tion, then testing their theories on a 

white board.  While this is a model of 

good classroom teaching, which stems from building routines, there is 

something special that runs much deeper than that.   

When asked, students in Ms. Frankel and Ms. Raibick’s class describe 

themselves as role models.  While at times, they may have peer con-

flicts, as all kids do, these students recognize that their class is a family, 

that they learn from their mistakes, that they include others, they for-

give, and they solve problems.  Where did all of these ideas come from?  

Class virtues, of course!   

Since the first days of school, stu-

dents have chosen to follow class 

virtues that THEY created.  In ad-

dition to the five virtues listed 

above, there are seventeen others 

that hang in the classroom for stu-

dents to reference throughout the day.    The banner starts with, “In this 

classroom, we…” and it then goes on to list positive qualities the stu-

dents should exhibit to function as a productive team.  Since each stu-

dent had a hand in creating these virtues, they hold each other account-

able to work as a team and model be-

haviors that they believe others should 

have as well.  One student shared, 

“There are 22 virtues, I am always do-

ing at least one of them.”   

Students can tell you all about their 

virtues.  They pride themselves on be-

ing model citizens and forgiving each 

other, but what goes unsaid and is clearly visible is that the students 

work as a team, they work hard, they listen to each other, and they treat 

others as they would like to be treated.  These virtues are truly en-

grained in the students and will hopefully carry with them throughout 

school and in life.   This is such a wonderful example of  building a team 

and having the team choose their actions based on  being a good class-

mate and role model for others. 
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“Mindfulness means being awake. It means knowing what you are do-
ing.” – Jon Kabat-Zinn  
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THEATER IN THE ROUND...HALLOWEEN EDITION 

Mindfulness is the basic human ability to be fully 

present, aware of where we are and what we’re 

doing, and not overly reactive or overwhelmed by 

what’s going on around us1 .  In school, mindful-

ness gives students an opportunity to take a 

break from the stresses that they may encounter 

and helps to focus them, essentially increasing 

time on task and attentiveness.  Based on re-

search,  mindfulness practices can lead to struc-

tural changes in the brain.  These changes come 

with positive results such as increased kindness, patience, and impulse control.  Mind-

fulness is a practice at the Sickles school that we can see in all classrooms, however in 

Ms. Gennusa’s class, mindfulness comes in several forms and allows for student choice.  

Typically, you’d see breathing exercises, sitting still and straight, or embracing a quiet 

moment.  In Ms. Gennusa’s class, students choose the activity that they believe will help 

them to regain focus.  Students openly share that their “mindfulness baskets” are full of 

different options.  Some students focus on tactile objects 

that they can squeeze to relieve stress, some choose to pa-

tiently watch glitter settle in their “gummy bears,” while 

others elect to peacefully put to-

gether a puzzle.  All students 

take part and all are actively en-

gaging in an activity that will 

make them less overwhelmed 

and more in tune with their state 

of mind.  Students very much enjoy the time and are eager to 

explain what they are doing!   

1 Mindful Staff, “What is Mindfulness?” 2014, https://www.mindful.org/what-is-mindfulness/ (accessed October 21, 2018). 

MINDFULNESS...IN A BASKET 

Who knew learning could be so much fun?!?  Mr. Mottern and the 

teachers at Sickles put on a phenomenal show, based on the movie  

Coco.  From Ernesto De La Cruz’s mishaps to the Spanish translations 

proved by Señorita Ybarbo, the show was not only entertaining, but 

students came away learning about a beautiful ancient Aztec legend.  

When you combine something students love and are 

interested in (movies and their teachers), Halloween, 

and learning, it is a recipe for success!  It also goes to 

show how much our teachers put into making every-

day an amazing learning experience for our students.  

I can’t wait to see what next year will bring! 



 

 

There are so many wonderful activities and lessons to share, that it is hard to  be in so many places at 

once!  New to this issue, teachers have shared some awesome happenings in their classrooms.  Enjoy! 

Students in Ms. Whisten’s Spanish classes are creating sentences and drawings using Pear 

Deck (flash card factory)! Pear Deck is an interactive presentation tool used to actively en-

gage students in individual and social learning. Teachers create presentations using their 

Google Drive account and invite students to respond to questions in a variety of ways.  To 

learn more about Pear Deck, check out this link:  https://youtu.be/evoJy4WcReM   

  
Follow up from last month’s issue...Ms. Homyak shared 

the final product of student brainstorming about when 

they would use Post It notes in text.  Look at all the fan-

tastic ideas 5th grade students shared! 

...the next Curriculum & Instruction Newsletter will be out on          

November 30th! 

https://youtu.be/evoJy4WcReM

